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MAGOR  AMD  ST.  MELLON'S  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1969 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  general  conditions  of  the 
Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons. 

The  Report  is  drawn  upon  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  5/70  (Wales) 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  estimated  for  1969 


18,340 


Area  (Consiting  of  25  parishes)  (Acres) 


38,934 


Number  of  inhabit  at  ed  houses 


6,322 


Rateable  Value  (As  at  the  1st  April,  1970) 


2,312,941 


Actual  product  of  Penny  Rate  1969/1970 


9, 691 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  s 

Number  (Males  174)  (Females  136)  310 

Rate  per  population  19-1 

Illegitimate  live  birthc  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7*0 

Stillbirths  s 

Number  (Males  5)  (Females  3)  6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  25 

Total  Live  and  stillbirths  318 

Infant  Mortality  Rates s 

Infants  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year)  3 

Total  infants  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  29*03 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  10.00 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neb-Na^al  Mortality  Rates  s 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births  10.00 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rates s 

Deaths  und,er  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  birthc  10.00 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rates 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined,  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths  35*00 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths--..  Nil 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  16.91 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  16.3 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  16.17 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  13*0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  20.7-3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  _ 18.00 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  14*22 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  0.34 

Death  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  ^0 

(Males  104)  (Females.  86)  Giving  a Death  Rate  of  13*1 

Death  Rat  for  England  and  Wales  11*9 

Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  1g*0 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  65  headings  based 
on  the  International  Abbreviated  List  (B  List)  from  the  manual  of  the  eighth 
Revision  of  the  International  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries-  and 
Causes  of  Death. 

M.  P. 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  Etc 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

Benign  and ' Unspecified  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other'  Endocrine.  Etc.  Diseases 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Hypertensive  Disease 

Ishhaemic  Heart  Disease 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  Etc. 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 


1 

2 

3 2 

1 

10  2 

2 

5 4 

1 

- 1 

2 2 

1 2 

1 3 

37  20 

3 11 

8 10 

4 4 
2 

5 6 

10  1 

2 

1 

1 1 

3 1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 4 

1 


Total  All  Causes 


104  86 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  three  Public  Health  Inspectors 
(Whole  time  Officers). 

HOSPITAL  HEALTH  -SERVICES,  BTC. 

Since  5th  July,  1947?  these  are  administered  by  the 
Welsh  Hospital  Board. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  BTC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority 
are  resposible  for  the  arrangements  and  administration  of  the 
Services  under  Part  III,  of  the  Act. 

The  following  ■ is  a summary  of  these  Servicess- 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  Aftercare. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Dut-ie-s  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act  and 

Mental  Deficiency  Act. 
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PARTICULARS  OP  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH 


A.-  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

Houses 

Se rved 

Bishton 

175 

175 

505 

505 

Coedkemew 

54  ■ 

49 

156 

142 

Duffryn 

59 

93 

286 

268 

Goldcliff 

78 

74 

225 

213 

Graig 

922 

893 

2664 

2580 

Henllys 

109 

91 

315 

262 

Kemeys  Inferior 

46 

23  • 

132 

66 

Lanp-stone 

769 

754 

2222 

2179 

Llandavenny 

11 

11 

31 

31 

Llanmartin 

109 

105 

315 

303 

Llanvaches 

99 

50 

286 

145 

Llanwem 

100 

100 

289  • 

280 

Lower  Machen 

41 

13 

118 

38 

Magor 

218 

218 

630 

630 

Marshfield 

370  ' 

362 

1069 

1046 

Michaelstone-y-Pedw 

70 

57 

202 

164 

Nash 

96 

93 

328 

319 

Penhow 

135 

115 

390 

332 

Peters tone  Wentloog 

63 

60 

182 

173 

Redwick 

60 

58  ' 

173 

168 

Rogers tone 

2243 

2221 

6482 

6419 

St.  Brides  Wentloog 

69 

53 

224 

178 

St.  Mellons 

363 

356 

1049 

1029 

Whitson 

18 

16 

52 

47 

Wil crick 

5 

5 

15 

15 

B.-  Private 

Supplies 

Coedkemew 

As  above 

5 

As  above 

14 

Duffryn 

tr 

6 

tt 

18 

Goldcliff 

tt 

4 

fl 

12 
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Tt 

29 

If 

8/1 
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tt 

18 

If 

53 
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tt 

23 

It 

66 

Langs tone 

it 

15 

If 

43 

Llanmartin 

If 

tl 

12 
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I! 

49 

I? 
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M * 

28 

tt 

1 L(-  1 
80 
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It 

8 

11 

23 

Michaels  tone -y-Fedw 

n 

13 

II 

38 

Nash 

tt 

3 

It 

0 

Penhow 

tt 

20" 

tt 

y 

S8 

Peterstone  Wentloog 

IT 

3 

fl 

Q 

Redwick 

It 

2' 

it 

y 

R 

Rogers tone 

It 

22 

tt 

y 

St,  Brides 

tt 

16 

It 

^ j 

St.  Mellons 

tt 

7 

If 

on 

Whits'on 

tt 

2 

If 

5 

6,322 

6,322 

18,340 

18,340 

HOUSING. . 

Number  of  new  houses  receted  during  the  years 
(i)  By  Local  Authority  131 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  170 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Measles; 

Vaccination  against  measles  gives  substantial  protection  against  the 
disease.  Approximately  95$  of  children  achieve  satisfactory  immunity 
within  four  weeks  of  vaccination. 


Although  the  duration  of  immunity  following  such  vaccination  has  not 
been  fully  established  it  is  certainly  expected  to  last  for  some  years. 
Time  will  show  whether  reinforcing  doses  are  required  and  protection  may 
be  life  long. 


Immunisation  has  been  available  since  1 9 689  but  there  was  an  inter- 
ruption in  the  supply  of  vaccine  during  1969*  However,  supplies  have 
now  come  forward  and  measles  vaccine  can  be  given  at  any  time  from  the 
age  of  one  year  upwards,  but  the  aim  is  to  give  it  to  all  children  in  the 
second  year  of  life  as  part  of  the  programme  of  protective  immunisation 
in  early  childhood,  as  some  of  the  most  severe  clinical  cases  occur 
between  nine  months  and  2 years.  It  is  not  necessary  to  vaccinate  any. 
child  who  has  already  had  a natural  attack  of  the  disease. 

The  case  for  supporting  Vaccination  against  Measles; 

In  this  country  measles  is  usually  a mild  disease.  However,  because 
of  the  high  incidence  of  the  disease  and  its  serious  complications  it  is 
the  most  troublesome  of  the  childhood  infections.  Among  children  today 
it  is  the  major  cause  of  morbidity  and  an  important  cause  of  death. 


Five  hundred  thousand  children  are  affected  by  the  disease  in  an 
average  measles  epidemic  which  occurs  every  two  years,  when  on  average 
20,000  children  will  develop  respiratory  complications 


13,000 

2,000 

500 

100 


n ear  infection  complications 

" neurological  complications 

n measles  encephalitis 

die  as  a result  of  measles  (A  figure  which  is  much 

higher  than  the  combined 
total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  the  common 
epidemic  infective  illness 
in  childhood). 


6,000 


have  required  admission  to  hospital. 
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Fluoridation  of  Drinking  Water  in  The  United  Kingdom  after  the 

Government  appointed  Committee's  Eleven  Year  Studies. 

The  results  in  all  the  study  areas  conclusively  demonstrated  the 
value  of  fluoridation  at  the  level  of  one  part  per  million.  This 
level  is  said  to  he  a highly -effective  way  of  reducing  dental  decay 
and  is  completely  safe. 

In  all  the  study  areas  the  value  of  fluoridation  was  seen  hoth  in 
the  temporary  and  permanent  teeth  of  the  children.  In  the  temporary 
teeth  of  children  aged  three  to  seven  inclusive,  the  amount  of  decay 
fell  by  about  a half  - more  than  twice  as  many  children  were  free  from 
decayed  teeth  and  the  number  of  children  with  ten  or  more  decayed  teeth 
fell  by  four-fifths.  In  the  permanent  teeth  of  children  aged  eight, 
nine  and  ten,  the  reduction  in  the  amount  of  decay  was  about  a third 
and  again  there  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  proportion  with  no 
dental  decay. 

The  studies  will  continue,  of  course,  in  order  to  assess  the  effects 
of  fluoridation  in  older  children  and  eventually  in  adults,  but,  as 
far  as'  children  up  to  11  years  of  age  are  concerned,  the  Committee  is  in 
no  doubt  that  fluoridation  ".produces  a substantial  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  dental  decay  in  the  temporary  teeth  n § and  that  in  these  age 
groups  in  which  it  can  be  expected  to  have  affected  the  resistance  of 
permanent  teeth  to  dental  decay,  fluoridation  is  also  hacing  a beneficial 
effect. 

Diphtherias  . .... 

Vaccination  and  immunisation  have  played  a major  role'  in  almost 
eradicating  some  diseases,  but  there  is  cause  for  concern  at  the  levels 
of  immunisation.  Only  about  half  of  the  area’s  two  year  olds  are 
immunised  against  diphtheria  and  the  three  cases  of  diphtheria  which 
occurred  in  Monmouthshire  just  before  Christmas  came  as  a grim  reminder 
that  this  disease  is  still  at  large  in  our  communities.  This  was, 
however,  the  first  outbreak  in  Wales  for  five  years,  but  complacency 
could  lead  us  back  to  the  bad  old  days  - to  1941?  for  instance,  when 
there  were  more  than  63,000  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Britain. 

It  is  very  important  to  warn  parents  of  the  continuing  need  for 
immunising  children  against  a:  _ Alberta., 

The  following  pages  show  the  statistics  for  the  rural  district 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
ANNUAL  RETURN 


Age  group 

Tetanus 

Infective 

jaundice 

res 

piratory 

Tuberculosis 
meninges  & 

CNS  ■ 

other 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 
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- 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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1 
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- 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 
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- 
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T 
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- 

- 
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15 
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- 

- 

- 

20 

i 

IV) 

, -P* 
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• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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- 

- 

- 

i 

j 

- 

- 

35 
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: - 

f 

- 

- 
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. 

j . 

- 

- . ~ 

45 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65 
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- 

- 

- 

A 

1 

- 
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75  & over 
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- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Age 

,1 

£ 

g 

! 

- : - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Total  (All  ages) 
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4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

: 
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Whooping  Cough 

Age 

Group 

M 

F 

Under 

3 months 

- 

- 

3 

- 

months 

- 

- 

6 

- 

• • 

- 

- 

9 

- 

• • 

- 

- 

1 

- 

year 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 .. 

- 

- 

5 

- 

9 .. 

- 

- 

10 

- 

14  .. 

- 

- 

15 

- 

19  .. 

- 

20 

- 

24  .. 

- 

- 

25 

- 
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j 

- 

35 

- 

44  . • 

- 

45 

- 
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- 

- 

55 

- 

64 

- 

- 

65 

- 

i 74-  .. 

- 

- 

75 

& 

over 

- 

- 

Age 

unknown 

- 

- 

Total 
(All  ages) 

- 

- 

Other  notifiable  diseases 

.M 

F 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

Anthrax 

- 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

- 

Yellow 

Fever 

- 

- 

Typhus 

Fever 

- 

- 

Cholera 

- 

- 

xi 


* 


xii 


/ 


Pollutions 


Man  is  unexcelled  in  his  ability  to  pollute  his  environment  and  1 969 
must  be  seen  as  the  year  when  this  country  and,  indeed  the  whole  of  Europe, 
woke  up  to  the  problems  of  pollution  and  conservation. 

There  is  mounting  evidence  from  many  responsible  sources  that  the  whole 
of  civilization  is  heading  for  eventual  extinction  because  of  what  we  have 
allowed  to  be  done  in  the  name  of  progress,  to  our  total  environment.  We  have 
poured  sewage,  detergent,  organochlorine  pesticides,  polychlorinated  biphenols, 
radioactive  waste,  hydrocarbons,  diesel  fumes,  asbestos,  lead,  mercury, 
fluoride,  sulphur  dioxide,  carbon  monoxide,  nitrates,  phosates  and  (not  least) 
oil  over  ourselves,  our  fellow  creatures,  our  land  and  down  our  mines  and 
into  the  sea. 

However,  we  now  have  a Royal  Commission  on  Environmental  Pollution  and 
an  advisory  council  established  to  deal  with  pollution  by  noise  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  we  will  be  in  time  to  save  ourselves  from  this  threatening 
menace  of  our  own  making. 

This  Council  has  already  played  its  full  part  in  sampling  the  pollution 
of  its  at-mosphere  and  in  taking  what  steps  were  possible  to  reduce  this 
threat  to  the  quality  of  life  from  smoke,  sulphur  dioxide,  grit  and  dust. 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  is  one  of  the  first  Councils  to  monitor  the 
amount  of  grit  and  dust  in  its  atmosphere  by  means  of  the  new  Directional 
Gauge,  in  fact  it  is  true  to  say,  pioneered  the  use  of  this  instrument.  It 
is  by  this  means  that  the  .amount  of  grit  and  dust  coming  from  a particular 
direction  can  be  measured.  The  instrument  supercedes  the  improvised  Rain 
Gauge  apparatus  which  is  usually  used  for  this  purpose,  but  gives  only  an 
overall  measurement  of  the  total  amount  of  undissolved  solid  matter  falling 
in  a particular  area  and  giving  no  indication  of  the  direction  from  which 
suc^.  matter  is  enamating. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  the  Officers  of  all  Departments 
of  the  Council  for  their  kind  and  willing  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.J.  POWELL,  M.B.,  B.Ch. , B.Sc., 
D.Obst .R.C.O.G. , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Council  Offices, 

Bane swell, 

Newport,  Mon.  NPT  4ST 
Telephone;  Newport  64181. 
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MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1969. 

Although  much  of  this  year  was  spent 'in  dealing  with  what  have  now 
become  routine  complaints  in  matters  of  housing,  drainage  etc.,  there  is 
little  doubt  that  other  environmental  nuisances  such  as  excessive  noise, 
atmospheric  pollution  and  the  deposit  of  litter  are  increasingly  being 
recognised  by  the  public  as  intolerable  social  evils.C  onsequently,  the 
department  are  having  to  direct  more  and  more  time  to  this  type  of 
health  hazard. 

This  change  in  the  character  of  complaints  is  a challenge  to  the 
public  health  inspector  who, if  he  is  to  apply  effectively  his  technical 
knowledge^ has  to  keep  abreast  with  modem  techniques  and  developments. 
For  example  in  the  case  of  a complaint  of  excessive  noise,  the  human  ear 

■ I 

can  evaluate  ¥/hether  a nuisance  exists  but  to  obtain  a basis  for 
comparison,  a noise  level  meter  must  be  used,  the  readings  from  which 
nay  be  recorded  for  future  use. 

In  atmospheric  pollution,  too,  recent  legislation  has  called  for  a 
greater  practical  application  of  the  Inspector's  expertise. 

The  advent  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  brings  to  the  fore  the 
importance  of  the  role  of  the  older  type  of  houses  in  solving  the 
national  housing  problem. 

According  to  the  Dennington  report,  published  in  1966,  " Today, 
when  modem  houses  can  be  so  comfortable  to  live  in  and  easy  to  run, 
there  is  clearly  a standard  for  a satisfactory  house  to  which  our 
older  houses  should  be  raised." 

Increased  grants  and  the  introduction  for  the  first  time  of  grants 
for  repairs..-  constitute  a further  attempt  by  the  Government  to 
persuade  the  house  ox'mer  to  attain  this  standard. 
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Whether  these. new  provisions  will  have  the  desired  effect  remains 
to  be  seen  but  no  effort  must  be  spared  in  ensuring  that  the  public  are 
made  aware  of  the  financial  assistance  available  to  those  who  wish  to 
improve  their  homes. 

During  the  year  20  discretionary  grants,  and  8 standard  grants  were 
approved.  31  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  improvement  grants 
and  362  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rural  housing  surveys. 


SUMMARY  OP  REPAIRS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  a result  of 
Informal  Notices  being  served  upon  the  owners  concerned 

Number  of  walls  made  damp-proof  4 

" " sashcords  provided  to  windows  6 

" " windows  and  window  frames  repaired  7 

" " roofs  repaired  4 

" " gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired  5 

" " doors  repaired  or  renewed  3 

" " floors  repaired  or  renewed  2 

" " ceilings  repaired  4 

" " skirting  boards  repaired  6 

" " blocked  drains  cleared  . 15 

" " chimneys  repaired  3 

" " sinks  provided  2 

" " W.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service  water 

pipes  repaired.  4 

" " W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  repaired 

or  renewed.  2 

" " grates  repaired  or  renewed.  3 

" " cesspools  made  good.  5 

” " new  cesspools  provided.  3 

" " new  drains  provided.  4 

n " drains  relaid.  5 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


In  appropriate  cases,  notifiable  diseases  were  visited  and 
investigated. 


Visits  made  ...  ... 

Houses  disinfected 
Patients  removed  to  hospital 


460 

Nil 

Nil 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT , 1 949  * 


In  the  early  part  of  tho  year  the  Ministry  issued  a circular  to  local 
authorities  which  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  reduction  in  the  urban 
rat  population  while  at  the  sane  time  emphasised  the  need  for  a diligent 
watch  on  the  rat  population  on  farms.  It  is  estimated  that  the  bill 
for  danage  caused  by  rodents  in  this  country  alone  is  something  of  the 
order  of  £20  million  per  year. 

It  is  not  surprising,  in  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  that  the 
department  is  focussing  increasing  attention  upon  both  preventive 
measures  and  the  treatment  of  all  typos  of  premises  where  infestations 
occur. 

It  should  be  stressed  that  the  battle  against  rodent  infestation 
cannot  be  won  by  treatment  alone.  As  in  most  aspects  of  environ- 
mental health,  the  co-operation  of  the  public  is  ernes tly  required  in 
making  the  environment  unfavourable  to  rodents.  It  is  essential  that 
people  are  made  aware  of  the  importance  of  denying  rats  food  and  shelter 
j and  every  opportunity  must  be  taken  to  advising  occupiers  on  reduction  of 

rat  harbourage. 

I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  R.W.  Braithwaite,  Divisional 
Pests  Officer,  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for 
his  continued  help  and  advice  in  all  aspects  of  rodent  control. 

The  following  work  was  undertaken  by  the  Rodent  Operative  during 
the  year  1969s- 
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Non -Agricultural  Agricultural 


1. 

Number 

of  properties  in  district 

5?556 

455 

2. 

a. 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises)  • 
inspected  following  notification 

799 

35 

1 . 
c ? 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

781 

34 

(ii)  Mice 

18 

1 

3^ 

cl » 

Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 

for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

577 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

— 

b. 

552 

— 

o 

o 

£ 

•H 

•H 

25 

- 

Other  work  undertaken  by  the  department  during  the  year  1969? concerned 
complaints  in  respect  of  the  following:- 

4 Cluster  fly  infestations.  8 Bee  infestations. 

24  Wasp  infestations  2 Silverfish  infestations 

9 Ant  Infestations.  1 Cockroach  infestation. 

2 Blackboetle  infestations  2 Flea  Infestations. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  sampling  of  both  public  and  private  water  supplies  for  bacteriological 
examination  has  always  been  a routine  matter  for  the  department.  The  Ministry 
Las  laid  down  standards  for  water  supplies  in  order  to  assist  in  the  interpre- 
tation of  laboratory  results.  These  standards  arc  essentially  high  since  a 
contaminated  supply  may  have  far  reaching  consequences  if  left  uncontrolled. 

The  number  of  houses  supplied  from  the  public  water  mains  are  as  follows s- 

1.  Direct  to  all  houses  ....  6037 

2.  By  moans  of  stand-pipes  ....  8 

The  total  number  of  water  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  was  26  and  of  these  samples  21  were  satisfactory  and  5 proved 
unsatisfactory. 

222  samples  were  taken  from  premises  within  the  rural  district  by  the 
Gwent  Water  Board  during  the  year.  213  of  these  samples  proved  satisfactory 
and  9 proved  unsatisfactory. 

301  connections  from  the  Gwent  Water  Board  mains  were  made  in  1969?  all  of 
which  were  to  new  houses. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 


I submit  a brief  report  on  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act  for 
the  year  1969*- 

A SJhops  Inspector  is  briefly  concerned  with  the  followings- 

'•  r 

(a)  Hours  of  closing. 

(b)  Early  Closing  Day. 

(c)  Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

(d)  Seats  for  Female  Assistants. 

(e)  Provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  washing 
facilities . 

(f)  Satisfactory  lighting  of  premises. 

(g)  Proper  facilities  for  the  taking  of  meals,  when 
taken  on  the  premises.- 

(h)  Sanitary  Conveniences . 

With  regard  to  item  (a)  above,  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  depart- 
ment to  carry  out  observations  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  in 
respect  to  closing  hours  were  complied  with. 

In  addition,  each  shopkeeper  within  the  district  was  provided  with  a 
booklet  which  summarises  the  principal  provisions  of  the  Act. 


MEAT  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


There  are  7 butcher’s  shops  within  the  Rural  District.  There  are 
no  licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  the  meat  for  sale  in  these  shops 
being  collected  from  neighbouring  private  and  public  slaughterhouses. 

One  application  was  received  for  renewal  of  a licence  to  slaughter 
pigs  only,  which  was  granted  by  the  Council  during  1 9 69 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  19 60. 


There  are  23  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  area  which  are  controlled 
by  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act. 

Included  in  the  Act  are  model  standards  relating  to  site  conditions  which 
deal  with  such  items  as  washing  facilities,  laundry,  water  supply,  drainage 
and  sanitary  conveniences  etc.,  all  of  which  are  important  from  a public 
health  point  of  view.  These  standards  therefore  are  simply  a guide  to  the 
local  authority  when  conditions  attached  to  a site  licence  are  imposed. 
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Having  issued  a licence  the.  local  authority  have  a duty  to  carry  out 
frequent  inspections  to  ensure  that  these  conditions  are  maintained. 

166  visits  were  made  during  1969?  to  the  various  sites  within  the 
area  none  of  which  however  necessitated  formal  action  "being  taken  by 
the  department. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964. 


1 licence  was  issued  in  1968  to  an  itinerant  collector  operating  in 
the  Rural  District,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  of  this  Regulation 
and  will  expire  in  August,  1971* 


THE  INSPECTION  OP  POOD 


The  regular  inspection  of  all  types  of  food  premises  took  up  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  department's  tine  during  the  year. 

It  i3  no  longer  sufficient  merely  to  ensure  that  food  premises 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations.  The 
duty  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  as  I see  it  is  to  educate  the 
food  handler  in  the  basic  principles  of  clean.,  handling  of  food  and  to 
stress  its  importance  from  a public  health  point  of  view.  It  should 
be  made  clear  that  apart  from  the  aesthetically  repugnant  element  of 
dirty  handling  of  food  there  is  always  a potential  danger  to  the 
comsuner . 

Obviously  it  is  in  the  retailer's  own  interest  to  set  and  maintain 
as  high  a standard  as  possible  because  the  housewife  is  becoming  more  and 
more  selective  in  the  type  of  foodsliop  she  patronises.  The  public 
conciousness  of  food  hygiene  can  therefore  be  clearly  seen  as  a valuable 
asset  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Whilst  great  stress  must  be  laid  on  the  clean  handling  of  food  this 
is  by  no  means  the  sole  criteria  in  judging  standards*  Many  factors, 
not  the  least  of  these  being  temperature  control  of  the  product  itself 
can  contribute  to  the  breaking  down  of  a foolproof  system  of  hygiene 
which  local  authorities  continue  to  aim  for.  The  occurrence  of  cross- 
contamination  in  food  promises  and  the  methods  needed  to  combat  such 
contamination  must  also  bo  instilled  in  the  minds  of  the  shopkeeper  and 
his  assistants. 
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The  inspection  of  Public  Houses  has  always  been  a departmental  duty 
and  with  the  increasing' number  of  establishments  catering  for  mid-day 
and  evening  meals , as  well  as  " bar  snacks , " great  care  has  had  to  be 
taken  to  ensure  that  proper  facilities  for  the  preparation,  storage  and 
cooking  of  food  are  available.  By  and  large,  the  Publican  has  adapted 
well  to  the  public's  increased  demands  on  his  services  and  the  standard 
compares  well  with  other  food  premises. 

The  voluntary  surrender  by  the  wholesaler  or  retailer  of  food  which 
is  suspected  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  a satisfactory 
arrangement  both  to  the  local  authority  and  the  dealer. 

If  on  examination,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  finds  that  such  foods 
are  indeed  unfit,  a condemnation  certificate  is  issued  to  the  dealer  who 
may  then  be  reimbursed  by  the  supplier  for  his  losses.  At  the  same 
time  it  goes  a long  way  to  ensuring  that  the  inferior  commodity  does  not 
find  its  way  to  the  consumers  shopping  basket. 

The  following  articles  of  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  during  the 
year  1969s- 


Tinned  Meats? 

lbs . 

ozs . 

Tinned  Fruits  s 

Tins. 

Cooked  Ham 

118 

8 

Pineapple  Rings /Slices 

22 

Spam 

23 

15 

Peaches  Whol e/Sliced 

64 

Chopped  Ham 

9 

- 11 

-Fruit  Cocktail 

9 

Tongue 

72 

4 

Raspberries 

8 

Jellied  Veal 

24 

0 

Prunes 

5 

Zwan  Ham 

58 

12 

Fruit  Salad 

29 

Ham  & Chicken  Roll 

15 

Pears 

6 

Shoulder  Ham 

11 

0 

Grapefruit 

11 

Chopped  Fork 

■ 36 

14 

Orange  Juice 

8 

Steak  & Kidney 

37 

0 

Grapefruit  Juice 

16 

Chopped  Pork  & Han 

76 

14 

Pineapple  Juice 

2 

Corned  Beef 

216 

5 

Blackcurrant  Piefilling 

8 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 

77 

11 

Other  Meats : 

lbs. 

ozs . 

Tinned  Fish? 

Tins. 

Middle  Danish  Bacon 

107 

8 

Pilchards 

19 

Danish  Gammon 

14 

8 

Sardines 

2 

Beef  / Various  cuts 

84 

0 

Salmon 

2 
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Tinned  Vegetables  s 

Tins. 

Potatoes 

35 

Vegetable  Salad 

2 

Broad  Beans 

5 

Processed  Peas 

572 

Carrots 

172 

Garden  Peas 

213  • 

Baked  Beano 

500 

Tomatoes 

194 

Butter  Beans 

30 

Spaghetti 

88 

Irish  Stew 

8 

Beano/Sausage 

24 

Tomato  Juice 

3 

Tinned  Milk/ Cream? 
Milk,  Full  Crean 
Evaporated  Milk 


Tinned  Soups  s 

Tins. 

Soups  / various  types 

433 

Tinned  Puddings/ Sweets s 

Tins . 

Rice 

59 

Macaroni 

17 

Sago 

10 

Semolina 

2 

Tapioca 

3 

Puddings 

99 

Tinned  Baby  Foods  & Soups 

:Tins. 

Foodo/Soupo  various 

193 

Tins . 
31 
50 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 


The  poultry  industry  continues  to  flourish  year  by  year  and  the 
department  are  having  to  devote  more  and  more  time  to  the  inspection 
of  the  processing  establishments  within  the  district.  It  is  encouraging 
to  note  that  despite  the  increasing  magnitude  of  the  trade,  the  incidence 
of  disease  in  poultry  is  still  relatively  low. 

The  following  figures  relate  to  poultry  inspections  carried  out  by 
the  department  during  the  year  1960s- 

Number  of  poultry  processing  establishments  within  the  district  2 


Number  of  visits  to  these  premises  36 
Number  of  birds  processed  during  the  year  43? 113 
Type  of  birds  processed  . . Hens/Capons 
Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  1.71$ 
Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  2873  lbs 
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LIQUID  EGG  (PASTEURISATION ) REGULATIONS,  1963. 


Throughout  the  year,  regular  weekly  samples  of  pasteurised  whole  egg 
and  raw  egg  whites  were  taken  from  the  Rogerstone  factory  which  is  under 
the  ownership  of  Messrs.  Wick  and  Company  (Egg  Products)  Limited. 

Pasteurised  Whole  Egg.  A simple  test,  employing  the  use  of  an 
enzyme  (Alpha-amylase)  is  used  to  determine  the  efficiency  of  the' 
pasteurising  process.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  in  every  case  the 
results  of  the  samples  taken  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Raw  Egg  Whites  s These  samples  are  examined  for  the  presence  of 

organisms  associated . with  food  poisoning,  particularly  those  of  the 
Salmonella  group.  In  the  course  of  a short  space  of  time,  results 
were  showing  the  presence  of  various  Salmonella  organisms.  It  should 
he  stressed  that  these  organisms  are  not  uncommon  in  hens'  eggs  and 
subsequent  action  was  to  ascertain  their  degree  of  incidence  in  the 
eggs  received  by  the  plant  for  processing.  To  this  end,  in  a period 
of  8 weeks,  239  samples  of  raw  egg  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination. 

The  percentage  of  samples  found  to  contain  the  organisms  mentioned 
was  very  small  which  confirmed  two  points,  namely 2 - 

(a)  that  the  contaminated  samples  were  isolated  cases  and 

(b)  that  the  routine  precautionary  measures  adopted  by  the 
factory  management  to  prevent  cross  contamination  of  the  various 
batches  of  eggs  were  successful. 

I would  once  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Management  and 
Staff  of  Messrs.  Wick  and  Company  (Egg  Products)  Limited  for  their 
willing  co-operation  and  avid  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  an 
exemplary  standard  of  hygiene.  I am  also  extremely  grateful  for  the 
advice  and  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  who  coped 
magnificently  with  the  additional  burden  placed  upon  them  by  the 
increased  sampling. 


ICE  CREAM 


The  boom  in  the  ice-cream  trade  is  now  firmly  established  and  shows 
no  sign  of  a decline.  For  the  small  trader,  the  van  salesman,  this  is 
a seasonal  business  which  falls  off  during  the  winter  months.  However, 
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the  large  firms  responsible  for  distribution  throughout  the  country 
maintain  a steady  production  all  the  year  round.  Quality  control 
is  a by-word  with  those  firms  and  this  clearly  manifests  itself  in 
the  largely  trouble-free  product  which  we  have  come  to  expect. 

An  understanding  of  the  values  and  uses  of  refrigeration  techniques 
and  the  modernisation  of  plant  and  equipment  hace  helped  considerably 
to  bring  about  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs. 

Control  by  the  local  authority  over  the  type  of  premises  where  ice- 
cream is  sold  or  manufactured  is  exercised  by  enforcement  of  the 
provisions  of  section  1 6 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 

The  sampling  of  the  product  as  sold  by  retail  is  an  essential  part 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  duties. 

During  the  year,  12  samples  of  ice-cream  \7ere  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  all  of  which  satisfied  the  Methlyne  Blue  Test. 


MILK  ADD  DAIRIES. 


The  Public  Health  Department  is  ever  mindful  of  the  importance  of 
ensuring  that  milk  and  milk  products  are  purchased  by  the  consumer,  in 
good  condition  and  free  from  contamination. 

Having  regard  to  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority  with 
regard  to  the  legislation  governing  Milk  and  Dairies,  a considerable 
amount  of  time  and  energy  was  devoted,  during  the  year,  to  all  aspeots 
affecting  the  distribution  of  milk. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  milk  pasteurisation  plant  at 
Marshfield.  In  addition  several  milk  samples  were  taken  from  various 
retailers  within  the  area  for  bacteriological  examination. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  in  every  case  the  laboratory  results 
proved  satisfactory. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


The  principal  legislation  dealing  with  air  pollution  is  embodied 
in  the  Clean  Air  Acts  195&  - 1968. 

Certain  scheduled  industrial  processes , however , are  controlled 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Alkali  and  Works  Act,  1906,  which  is 
administe'red  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate. 

The  nuis.ance  and  health  hazards  created  by  atmospheric  pollution 
is  now  a common  feature  of  life  in  areas  where  there  is  much  industrial 
development.  It  should  be  mentioned  here,  however,  that  the  greatest 
cause  -of  pollution' still  arises  from  domestic  premises  where  inefficient 
appliances  continue  to  be  used  for  burning  solid  fuel. 

During  the  past  fourteen  years  since  the  inception  of  the  Clean 
Act  Act,  1956,  there  has  been  a sharp  decline,  nationally,  in  the  degree 
of  pollution.  Apart  from  local  authority  control,  other  factors 
influencing  this  improvement  are  the  immense  technical  advances  and 
further  studies  in  fuel  efficiency.  Industrialists  now  realise  that 
to  burn  fuel  efficiently  also  makes  sound  economic  sense. 

In  1968,  further  legislation  was  introduced  to  supplement  and  in 
part  repeal  the  parent  act.  Provision  was  also  made  for  the 
establishment  of  regulations  prescribing  tolerable  limits  for  grit  and 
dust  emissions.  It  is  too  early  to  assess  the  effects  of  the  new  act 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  a step  in  the  right  direction. 

A great  deal  of  research  on  air  pollution  is  still  going  on  and  in 
this  respect,  this  Council  is  playing  its  part.  The  Ministry  of 
Technology's  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  the  main  government  laboratory 
responsible  for  air  pollution  research  conducts  a national  survey  of 
pollution  by  Smoke  and  Sulphur  dioxide.  This  involves  daily  measure- 
ments at  various  sampling  sites  in  a considerable  number  of  urban  and 
rural  areas.  This  authority  at  present  has  six  such  sites  which  are 
positioned  at  various  points  around  the  perimeter  of  the  British  Steel 
Corporation's  Spencer  Works. 


During  the  year,  5 breakdowns  of  fume  arresting  plant  occurred  at 
the  Llanwem  Steelworks  giving  rise  to  complaints  being  received  by  the 
department.  Immediately  any  breakdown  occurs,  the  management  contacts 
the  Alkali  Inspectorate  and  the  local  authority,  giving  det&ils  of  the 
reason  for  failure  of  the  equipment  and  the  approximate  time  involved  to 
rectify  the  fault. 

Complaints  were  also  received  from  local  inhabitants  at  Rogerstone 
of  fume  and  smoke  nuisances  arising  during  the  period  of  the  cryoliting 
of  the  furnaces  at  Castle  Works  of  Alcan  Booth  Limited. 

The  management  in  all  cases,  notified  the  Department  of  their 
intentions  to  carry  out  work  of  this  nature,  which  occurred  on  three 
occasions  during  1969* 

The  following  pages  show  the  statistics  extracted  from  the  Public 
Analyst's  quarterly  reports;- 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


Jan  Peb  Mar 

Jan  Peb  Mar 

Jan  Peb  Mar 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Lana:stones 

Smoke 

29 

22 

11 

29 

35 

15 

36 

31 

45 

SO  2 

57 

54 

37 

48 

85 

61 

62 

79 

101 

TJnd/  Solids 

86 

120 

108 

103 

107 

386 

79 

29 

10 

Underwoods 

Smoke 

41 

28 

16 

37 

19 

26 

57 

37 

31 

SO  2 

62 

63 

59 

56 

9 

3 

66 

76 

87 

Und/Solids 

169 

252 

158 

290 

246 

305 

- 

100 

149 

Bishtons 

Smoke 

28 

28 

16 

28 

31 

17 

27 

28 

34 

SO  2 

40 

55 

70 

23 

17 

20 

38 

53 

57 

Und/ Solids 

294 

494 

388 

391 

301 

275 

242 

158 

144 

Llanweins 

Smoke 

47 

33 

19 

54 

44 

27 

38 

37 

40 

SO  2 

58 

33 

34 

50 

54 

53 

51 

58 

60 

Und/ Solids 

604 

434 

250 

308 

308 

449 

555 

110 

128 

Nashs 

Smoke 

19 

15 

7 

33 

46 

13 

23 

29 

36 

SO  2 

36 

41 

40 

37 

36 

29 

23 

53 

65 

Und/ Solids 

186 

144 

100 

147 

124 

260 

189 

111 

205 

Whitsons 

Smoke 

24 

14. 

5 

20 

23 

10 

17 

16 

23 

SO  2 

49 

39 

42 

45 

46 

44 

7 

35 

58 

Und/ Solids 

152 

163 

96 

241 

240 

228 

163 

123 

65 

Smoke  s - 

Concentration  of 

smoke 

in 

microgramme  s 

per  cubic 

metre. 

S02s-  Concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  microgrammes  per  cubic  metre. 
Und/Soildss-  Concentration  of  undissolved  solids  in  milligrammes  per 
square  metre  per  day. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


Apl  May  Jun 

Apl  May  ■ Jun 

Apl  May  Jun 

1967 

1968 

1969 

Lanrcstone  s 
Smoke 

20 

13 

11 

15 

14 

12 

15 

14 

9 

SO  2 

48 

43 

48 

45 

43 

43 

45 

54 

43 

Und/Solids 

61 

138 

67 

90 

122 

103 

79 

128 

105 

Underwood: 

Smoke 

32 

16 

14 

22 

28 

15 

10 

11 

9 

SO  2 

83 

65 

66 

3 

13 

27 

48 

36 

34 

Und/Solids 

296 

209 

155 

lie 

- 

190 

2 66 

103 

156 

Bishtons 

Smoke 

22 

15 

13 

11 

17 

19 

16 

11 

13 

SO  2 

57 

59 

62 

37 

40 

58 

48 

16 

19 

Und/ Solids 

152 

383 

305 

543 

391 

725 

372 

56O 

309 

Llanwern s 
Smoke 

22 

18 

10 

20 

15 

17 

9 

16 

11 

SO  2 

47 

34 

37 

40 

38 

33 

26 

51 

19 

Und/Solids 

165 

730 

138 

538 

- 

453 

236 

491 

501 

ITashs 

Smoke 

9 

4 

3 

- 

- 

9 

11 

10 

8 

S02 

37 

19 

22 

- 

- 

24 

42 

31 

21 

Und/Solids 

92 

119 

58 

122 

57 

257 

278 

193 

408 

Whitsons 

Smoke 

18 

7 

6 

7 

8 

4 

8 

7 

6 

S02 

61 

31 

36 

36 

42 

59 

33 

15 

31 

Und/ Solids 

80 

165 

218 

115 

210 

116 

125 

80 

198 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


Jul 

Aur: 

Sep 

Jul 

Au  r. 

Sep 

Jul 

Aw? 

Sep 

Lanf^stone  s 
Smoke 

12 

12 

15 

9 

14 

18 

8 

' 9 

16 

SO  2 

44 

37 

32 

38 

38 

44 

39 

37 

32 

Und/ Solids 

155 

120 

122 

296 

282 

97 

131 

108 

100 

Underwoods 

Smoke 

10 

11 

19 

12 

16 

28 

2 

5 ’ 

7 

SO  2 

47 

34 

35 

28 

35 

58 

32 

32 

30 

Und/ Solids 

445 

221 

8322 

422 

385 

148 

- 

- 

449 

Bishtons 

Smoke 

15 

19 

18 

9 

14 

22 

13 

"12 

13 

SO  2 

54 

54 

37 

39 

35 

63 

32 

32 

24 

Und/ Solids 

800 

450 

622 

364 

213 

241 

613 

230 

275 

Llanwem; 

Smoke 

12 

15 

17 

9 

13 

22 

13 

" 11 

15 

SO  2 

35 

25 

24 

30 

28 

44 

27 

24 

22 

Und/Solids 

657 

431 

464 

233 

388 

376 

440 

416 

260 

Nashs 

Smoke 

3 

7 

7 

9 

13 

16 

8 

8 

12 

SO  2 

22 

157 

11 

18 

15 

20 

18 

14 

16 

Und/ Solids 

1040 

314 

306 

63 

141 

291 

346 

I85 

289 

Whitsons 

Smoke 

3 

8 

9 

4 

5 

7 

5 

7 

7 

SO  2 

32 

34 

41 

70 

63 

70 

38 

39 

42 

Und/ Solids 

138 

140 

190 

23 

337 

143 

239 

143 

365 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SUMMARY 


Lan^stone 5 

Oct 

Nov 

1967 

Dec 

Smoke 

13 

37 

32 

SO  2 

32 

71 

49 

Und/Solids 

125 

113 

103 

Underwoods 

Smoke 

20 

16 

30 

SO  2 

50 

15 

35 

Und/Solids 

525 

264 

265 

Bishtons 

Smoke 

22 

34 

34 

SO  2 

49 

27 

30 

Und/ Solids 

306 

396 

309 

Llanwerns 

Smoke 

17 

40 

42 

SO  2 

28 

49 

54 

Und/Solids 

401 

327 

347 

Nashs 

Smoke 

5 

24 

25 

SO  2 

9 

26 

39 

Und/Solids 

163 

213 

151 

Whitsons 

Smoke 

4 

20 

20 

SO  2 

32 

53 

58 

Und/ Solids 

147 

120 

253 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

1968 

1969 

23 

34 

44 

22 

20 

27 

41 

72 

70 

42 

43 

98 

129 

34 

97 

31 

78 

67 

36 

57 

65 

10 

30 

56 

50 

64 

88 

36 

28 

76 

181 

66 

88 

101 

- 

- 

26 

28 

40 

13 

14 

23 

50 

40 

66 

10 

9 

2 

467 

96 

131 

147 

279 

186 

26 

27 

66 

25 

31 

46 

33 

32 

117 

27 

36 

72 

52.1 

373 

311 

248 

438 

405 

16 

28 

40 

14 

14 

26 

12 

33 

20 

13 

25 

48 

131 

139 

331 

196 

176 

118 

10 

15 

32 

8 

8 

12 

39 

36 

21 

29 

26 

51 

95 

95 

126 

86 

237 

194 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 


It  is  now  six  years  since  the  introduction  of  this  Act  which  was 
designed  to  improve  the  conditions  with  regard  to  safety,  health  and 
welfare  of  persons  employed  in  offices,  shops  and  railway  premises. 
During  this  time,  the  department  have  maintained  a steady  pressure'  for 
the  realisation  of  the  standards  required  hy  the  act.  It  is  the 
department's  policy  to  carry  out  annual  inspections  of  all  premises 
registered  with  the  local  authority,  and  in  the  case  where  contraven- 
tions have  existed,  further  inspections  were  made  until  these  matters 
were  rectified.  Fortunately,  in  every  siich  case,  it  was  sufficient 
to  give  occupiers  either  verbal  warnings  or  informal  written  notices. 


The  most  common  infringements  were  the  absence  of  thermometers, 
first  aid  requisites  and  abstracts  of  the  act. 

Four  minor  accidents  were  reported  to  the  authority  during  the 
year.  Subesquent  investigations  did  not  reveal  any  breach  of  the 
act  and  therefore  no  further  action  was  necessary. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  registrations  effected  and 
the  number  of  inspections  made  during  1969s- 


TABLE  - A. 


Class  of  Premises s 


Offices  1 


No. of  premises 
newly  registered 
during  the  year 


Total  number  Number  of  , 
of  registered  registered 
premises  at  premise's 
end  of  year,  receiving 

one  or  more 
general 
inspections 
during  the 
year. 


13  13 


Retail  Shops  % 3 

Yfholesale  Shops/Warehouses ; 

Catering  Establishments/ Canteens  s - 


26  26 

4 4 

21  21 


Fuel  Storage  Depots; 


1 


Totals s 


3 


65 


65 


TABLE  - B. 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises! 
(Including  General  Inspections).  1 


254 


•' ' TABLE  - Go 

Analysis  by  Workplaces,  of  persons  employed  in  Registered.  Promises  at 
end,  of  yoarg- 

Class  of  Workplace  ? 

Offices? 


Retail  Shops? 

Wholesale  Depart ment s/Ware houses; 
Catering  Establishment s % 

Canteens  % 


Fuel  Storage  Depot s? 


Total ; 


Total  Males? 


Total  Pe males? 


Dumber  of  Persons  Employed? 
830 
62  , 

35 

145 

35 

1 


1,108 


592 


516 


REFUSE 


Despite  government  legislation  and  local  bye-laws,  the  problems  of  litter 
and  the  indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  are  still  with  us  - noither.has  the 
Council's  willingness  to  accept  responsibility  for  the  disposal  of  unwanted 
household  rubbish  curbed  the  enthusiasm  of  the  litter  bug.  The  public 
health  inspector  continues  to  find  fresh  unofficial  refuse  tips  which  have  to 
be  removed,  otherwise  as  experience  has  shown,  the  situation  worsens  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  entire  area  gradually  becomes  submerged  under  a sea  of 
refuse . 

It  is  not  for  the  lack  of  publicity  that  this  state  of  affairs  exists. 

The  " Keep  Britain  Tidy  " slogan  is  familiar  to  all. who  watch  television  or 
read  the  daily  newspapers.  Sadly,  however,  the  " litter  lout  " is  likely 
to  be  around  for  some  time  to  come. 

On  several  occasions  during  the  year,  Council  employees  wore  called  upon 
to  remove  from  land,  rubbish  which  had  been  deposited  by  persons  who,  regret- 
fully could  not  be  traced. 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963. 


During  the  year,  two  applications  under  Section  1 of  the  Act  were 
received  for  licences  to  hoard  animals,  which  were  eventually  approved 
and  granted  hy  the  Council. 

The  five  existing  establishments  continued  to  satisfy  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  and  were  granted  renewal  of  their  licences  for  the  year  1969* 


New  Licences  Granted. 


Name  of  Applicant; 

Premises  s 

Maximum  Number  of 

Animals. 

Mrs . L . M . Thomas  * 

C?mcaddon, 
Ocherwyth, 
Risca,  Mon. 

8 Dogs . 

Mr.F.C.  Stone  & 
Mrs.M.E.  Roberts -Stone. 

The  Mill, 

Michaels t one -y-Fedw, 
Cardiff. 

16  Dogs  and  6 Cats 

Renewal 

of  Existing  Licences. 

Name  of  Licensee  s 

Premises  s 

Maximum  Number  of 

Animals . 

Mrs. A.  Dodds. 

Penlodge  Kennels, 
Llanvaches . 

25  Dogs  and  4 Cats 

Mr.D.J.  Jones  & 
Mrs.J.H.  Jones. 

Hunters  Lodge  Kennels, 
Llanvaches . 

20  Dogs. 

Mrs.E.  Jackson. 

Aldonnels  Kennels, 
Llanvaches . 

30  Dogs  and  6 Cats 

Mr. J . J.  Jones  & 
Mrs.P.M.  Jones. 

Streamline  Boarding 
Kennels. 

Roger stone. 

25  Dogs. 

Mrs.A.E.  Pocock. 

Pantryreos  Kennels, 
Pantyre os  Farm, 

18  Dogs. 

Henllys. 
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PETROLEUM  (CON  OLIDATION)  ACT,  1928  - i960 


Luring  the  year,  the  45  established  petroleum  installations  within 
the  rural  district  were  visited  by  a member  of  the  Fire  Prevention 
Department  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Fire  Brigade  and  a member  of  this 
department.  Eleven  letters  were  sent  out  during  the  year  dealing  with 
minor  contraventions  that  had  come  to  light  during  the  course  of  inspection, 
and  upon  re-inspection  it  was  found  that  the  remedial  work  had  been  carried 
out  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

One  new  installation  came  into  operation,  one  transfer  of  licence  and 
one  application  for  additional  storage  were  dealt  with  during  1969. 

- Onoe  again,  I wish  to  record  my-  appreciation  for  the-  valued  and  prompt 
assistance  given  by  the  Chief  Fire  Officer  and  his  staff  throughout  the 
year. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT. 


The  relationship  between  excessive  noise  and  public  health  is  no?; 
firmly  established. 

According  to  at  least  one  leading  authority  on  the  subject,  exposure 
to  excessive  noise  may  produce  adverse  psychological  effects  and  such 
physiological  effects  as  hypertension  and  heart  disease  as  well  as 
hearing  damage. 

Prior  to  the  inception  of  the  act,  the  general  public  largely 
accepted  noise  as  a necessary  hazard  in  modern  society.  However, . 
this  attitude  appears  to  have  given  way  to  one  of  annoyance  and  people 
are  increasingly  less  tolerant  of  excessive  noise.  This  is  clearly 
shown  by  the  sharp  rise  in  the  number  of  noise  complaints  made  to  the 
department . 

To  determine  whether  a noise  is  a potential  hazard  calls  for 
accurate  and  appropriate  instrumentation  for  measuring  sound  levels. 

The  department  has  readily  recognised  this  fact  and  several  surveys 
have  been  conducted  with  the  aid  of  a Sound  Level  Meter  which  is  also 
in  use  dealing  with  isolated  complaints.  This  equipment  has  proved 
invaluable  in  assessing  noise  complaints  from  various  sources. 

During  the  year,  102  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  complaints 
of  noise.  On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  for  legal  proceedings 


to  be  instituted. 


(20) 


Council  Offices, 

Bane swell, 

Newport,  Mon.  NET  4ST 
Telephones  Newport  64181 


I remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  JAMES,  ' 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector . 
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